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to receive baptism from him, for which he himself
had already very well prepared him. He frequently
spoke, and by his own example incited the other
old men to speak boldly in favor of the Faith,
although he was, as yet, but a Catechumen. Still,
he so ardently desired to be baptized that, when
Father Buteux entered his .cabin one day, he
found him very sad and sorrowful, and asked him
the reason of it. ‘‘ Have I not cause to be sorrow-
ful?” he said; ‘‘ thou hadst promised me to teach
me often, and thou hast not said a word to me to-day.
Do I know what may happen to me? Perhaps the
Iroquois are near. I am in danger of dying without
baptism, or of receiving it with very little [204]
knowledge and profit, if thou dost not hasten to teach
me.” It was necessary to give him that consolation,
and to baptize him with his two daughters,—the
elder of whom has naturally a great inclination for
devotion, which she has communicated to her hus-
band, making him as fond of prayer as he was for-
merly opposed and hostile to it. She made use of
a holy deception to hasten her baptism. She per-
suaded the Father that she would go to the woods, be-
fore long. ‘‘ Thou seest very well,” she said, ‘‘ that
I am preparing to start at any day; I have begun to
fold up my bark. I shall die without baptism, and
thou wilt be sorry for it, as well as 1.”” *‘ Wait,”
Father Buteux said to her; ‘‘ thou art in no greater
haste than thy Father.”” ‘‘I know the prayers bet-
ter than he does,”’ she replied; ‘‘ why should I wait
for him?”’

If we had granted Baptism to all who asked for it,
they would nearly all be baptized. Nevertheless,
we could not refuse it to a good woman, who really



